Introduction to Lymphocyte Trafficking in Disease.
Lymphocytes are the key effector cells of the adaptive immune response but are also implicated in the development of chronic inflammatory diseases such as type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease, inflammatory bowel disease, and allergy. In order to understand the mechanisms responsible for the global increase in such debilitating conditions it is vital to appreciate the complexity of immune cell trafficking into tissue under normal and inflamed conditions. In this chapter we introduce the mechanisms of immune cell recruitment into tissue and highlight how these processes have been targeted by new therapeutic entities based on blocking integrin or chemokine function.